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HON. DONALD S. KURTZ 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, Kings County (Ret.) 

The Honorable Donald S. Kurtz is a former Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, 

Kings County where he presided for 18 years over the Jury Coordinating Part and the City Trial 

Readiness Part. During his tenure, he oversaw the court’s entire inventory of trial-ready civil cases 

which consisted of personal injury and tort matters including construction, motor vehicle, 

premises liability, labor law cases, employment, contract and business disputes, attorney fee 

disputes and other commercial matters. He also presided over the Non-Jury Trial Readiness Part, 

the Early Settlement Conference Part, the Central Compliance Part, the Default Judgement 

Motion Part, and an all-purpose Trial Part. While presiding over these various trial parts, he regularly conferenced cases and negotiated 

settlements quickly and effectively.  

Prior to his election to the Supreme Court, Judge Kurtz was elected to the Kings County Civil Court. During his six years on the Civil Court 

bench, Judge Kurtz presided over nearly 400 trials, including more than 100 jury trials, non-jury trials, small claims trials and trials 

involving unrepresented litigants. He often presided over the Civil Court’s trial assignment part as well as pro se trial and small claims 

proceedings, housing court proceedings, and commercial landlord/tenant proceedings. 

Before becoming a judge, Judge Kurtz served as law secretary to Justice Sebastian Leone, Supreme Court of the State of New York, Kings 

County and Justice Frank J. Pino, Supreme Court of the State of New York, Kings County.    

Practicing attorneys that have appeared before Judge Kurtz have commented: 

— "I have appeared before him many times, and each time he was even handed and respectful to everyone. He Is extremely 

effective as a settlement judge." 

— "He understands the strengths and weaknesses of each side and utilizes them effectively to get attorneys to settle." 

— "He is a nice guy, even-handed, great temperament, puts fair and full value on cases." 

Judge Kurtz is available for mediations throughout the New York Metro Area. 

JUDICIAL EXPERIENCE 

■ Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, Kings County, 2006-2023 

■ Judge, Civil Court of the City of New York, Kings County, 2000-2005 

 

 

 

AREAS of EXPERIENCE 
  

■ Commercial  

■ Construction 

■ Employment 

■ Landlord/Tenant 

■ Labor Law  

■ Negligence 

■ Personal Injury 

■ Premises Liability 

■ Torts  
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LEGAL EXPERIENCE 

■ Small Claims Arbitrator, Kings County Civil Court, 1988-1999 

■ Law Secretary, Supreme Court of the State of New York, Kings County, Hon. Sebastian Leone, 1985-1999 

■ Law Secretary, Supreme Court of the State of New York, Kings County, Hon. Frank J. Pino, 1983-1985 

■ Associate, Law Offices of Abraham G. Gerges, 1982-1983 

■ Assistant to General Counsel, New York City Criminal Justice Coordinating Counsel, 1976-1982 

LECTURES and PUBLICATIONS  

■ Co-author of a regular column in the Brooklyn Barrister, the official publication of the Brooklyn Bar Association, entitled Survey of 

Verdicts & Settlements in Kings Supreme. 

HONORS and AWARDS 

■ Chief Justice Harlan Fiske Stone Memorial Award, New York City Trial Lawyers Association 

■ Brooklyn Bar Association’s Award, Outstanding Achievement in the Science of Jurisprudence and Public Service 

■ Catholic Lawyers Guild’s Ecumenical Award, Award of Meritorious Service  

PROFESSIONAL LICENSES and ADMISSIONS  

■ State Bar of New York 

■ U.S. District Court, Eastern District of New York 

■ U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS and ASSOCIATIONS  

■ Brooklyn Bar Association 

■ Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association 

■ Columbian Lawyers Association of Brooklyn 

■ Catholic Lawyers Guild of Kings County  

■ Bay Ridge Lawyers Association 

EDUCATION 

■ Brooklyn Law School, J.D. 

■ Brooklyn College, B.S. 


